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The Myth of Motherhood: Women's Entrapment in the Bell
Jar by Sylvia Plath and Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates

Summary

Upon shedding light on the experience of motherhood during the 20th
century in America, this thesis aims to examine the false notions society often
holds against and instills into the psyches of women and the effect this has upon
them. Sylvia Plath's The Bell Jar and Richard Yates's Revolutionary Road display
women's entrapment and struggles before and after maternity. Accordingly, this
study seeks to investigate how the myth of motherhood plays a significant role in
the mental troubles of Esther Greenwood and April Wheeler, the heroines of the
selected works. By studying the theme of motherhood as a form of confinement,
this study aims to address the restrictions from which women suffer under the
claims of natural female disposition and good motherhood and their victimization
as a result. Thus, it draws a comparison between the experiences of two women in
two separate phases of life struggling to mold their individualities into society's
expectations of the good mother figure. This thesis incorporates theories of
psychology and feminism such as the theory of the anxiety of authorship by Sandra

Gilbert and Susan Gubar, in addition to the abject theory by Julia Kristeva.



